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A deadly E. coli outbreak in
Walkerton, Ont., changed
everything 25 years ago

By The Canadian Press

Published: May 17, 2025 at 12:33PM EDT

Bruce Davidson remembers the E. coli outbreak that ravaged his hometown 25 years ago

#CBCNEWS

500 Olympic-sized pools of partially treated sewage hit
Toronto's waterways after storm

6 public beaches in the city are currently marked unsafe for

swimming

Posted: July 18, 2024 5:45 PM EDT

Last Updated: July 18, 2024

Rochelle Raveendran, CBC News

If you live in the GTA, you might want to put your beach day plans on

hold.
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Daily concentrations of E. coli and enterococci in cfu per 100 milliliters. The highest value
for each day (across measuring stations when applicable) is represented in the chart.
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World Triathlon standards indicate that concentrations of E. coli and enterococci should not exceed 1,000 and 400
CFU/100ml, respectively. Below these thresholds water quality to be considered “good,” which is required for a

competition to proceed.
SOURCE: City of Paris, POLITICO research
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More than 11,000 samples from
21 lakes over 25 years....
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How much E. coli did we find (2001-2025)?

. _ Pigeon Lake; August 2002
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What % of samples had E. coli > 0 cfu/100mL?
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What % of samples had E. coli > 10 cfu/100mL?
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What % of samples had E. coli > 100 cfu/100mL?
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How has the summer weather been (2001 - 2025)?
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How has the summer weather been (2001 - 2025)?
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How has the chance of E. coli > 0 cfu/100mL varied?
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How has the chance of E. coli > 10 cfu/100mL varied?

Post p(E.coli Over10): Year and Weather
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How has the chance of
E. coli > 10 cfu/100mL varied?

* 4% increased chance of > 10 cfu/100mL with
a 5°C increase in maximum temperature in the

week of sampling

 1.5% increased chance of > 10 cfu/100mL —
with 50mm more rain in the week of sampling K 1
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How does summer weather affect the chance of E. coli
> 10 cfu/100mL?
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E. coli has been low in Kawartha Lakes over the last

25 years
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E. coli has been low in Kawartha Lakes over the last

25 years

Pre-sampling weather modestly affects the chance
of an above average E. coli sample
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E. coli has been low in Kawartha Lakes over the last 25 years

Pre-sampling weather modestly ffects the chance of an
above average E. coli sample

In any given year, the summer weather affects the chance
of an above average E. coli concentration
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E. coli has been low in Kawartha Lakes over the last 25
years

Pre-sampling weather modestly affects the chance of a
positive E. coli sample

In any given year, the summer weather affects the chance
of an above average E. coli concentration

Rare spikes in E. coli concentration are most likely due to

site-specific abundance of waterfowl and other local | —————
factors

Lake Water Quality
2001 Report
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